Lower limb amputation 2: once the decision to amputate has been made.
This is the second of four articles on lower limb amputation. The first article (Vol 6(17): 970-7) discussed the indications for amputation and briefly outlined the treatment options that may be tried before the amputation stage is reached. This second article examines the factors that need to be addressed once the decision to amputate has been made. It stresses the importance of preparing the patient and his/her family both psychologically and physiologically for the operation. The techniques and rationale for selecting the optimum level of amputation are then discussed. Finally, the specific levels of lower limb amputation are outlined. The next article in this series will explore the nurse's role in preparing the patient for an amputation, and the final article will address the issues raised when a patient decides that death is preferable to living as an amputee.